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METROPOLITAN BARCELONA

Barcelona, Catalonia’s capital

Barcelona



RMB: Metropolitan Region

(no formal institution)

▪ 5,073,993 inhab. (2017)

▪ 164 municipalities

▪ 3.231 km2

METROPOLITAN AREA/REGION

AMB: Metropolitan Area

(formal institution)

▪ 3,262,065 inhab. (2017)

▪ 36 municipalities

▪ 628 km2
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BARCELONA FACED MULTIPLE CHALLENGES

• Improve the existing infrastructure:

– Port

– Airport

– Ring Roads

– Sewage treatment

• Consolidate the urbanization process

• Transition from a manufacturing city to a 
postindustrial city

• Become attractive to visitors and investors



ORGANIZATION

STRATEGIC PLANS

THE METROPOLITAN STRATEGIC PLAN OF BARCELONA



THE EVOLUTION OF BARCELONA’S STRATEGIC VISION

1st City Plan 2nd City Plan 3rd City Plan
1st Metropolitan 
Plan

Bcn Vision 
2020





SOME WORRYING FACTS…



…ABOUT AIR



Every year, 659 people die by breathing the air in Barcelona

The air in Barcelona doubles the pollution levels set by the EU



Children attending schools with high levels of 
contamination in both the classroom and the yard
experienced a lower growth of essential cognitive
functions for learning at annual 7%, compared to 11% 
in the least contaminated schools



…ABOUT WATER



05/13/2008

Arrives in Barcelona the first boat with drinking water 
loaded with 19,000 cubic meters of wells from the 
Camp de Tarragona



07/20/2009

The desalination plant of El Prat de Llobregat is 
inaugurated. It has cost about 230 million euros and has 
to guarantee 20% of the water in the metropolitan area 
of ​​Barcelona, ​​that is, 4,5 million people.



02/27/2008

A pipe that supplies Barcelona loses more than 
400,000 liters of drinking water every day



02/26/2010

AGBAR's operating income 
increased 4.5% in 2009 
compared to 2008, 
reaching 1,851.2 million 
euros, and the operating 
result rose by 3.3%, 
reaching to 347.7 million 
euros. The recurring net 
result attributed to the 
Agbar group amounted to 
168.9 million euros and 
remained in line with the 
previous year.



Public

PPP



…ABOUT ENERGY





The price of electricity before taxes for consumption
between 2.5 and 5 MWh (representative of households
and small businesses) is 49.1% higher than the average for 
the euro area and 50.5% higher than EU-28



170,000 Barcelona residents have
difficulties heating their house or 
paying energy bills



…ABOUT HOUSING



Shift from ownership to rental



Average rents



Number of evictions



…ABOUT FOOD







…ABOUT INEQUALITY



INEQUALITY (Income: Gini Index)

Sarasa, S. (2014): Desigualtat, pobresa i cohesió social. Paper de treball Pla 2025
http://pemb.cat/public/docs/40_cm_11.pdf, actualitzat per l’IERMB amd dades ECV 2016 (Idescat)

http://pemb.cat/public/docs/40_cm_11.pdf


Nel·lo, O.; Blanco, I. (2015): La segregació urbana a la regió metropolitana de Barcelona. Paper de treball Pla 2025
http://pemb.cat/public/docs/41_lc_12.pdf

SEGREGATION (Low income)

http://pemb.cat/public/docs/41_lc_12.pdf


WHAT ARE WE DOING TODAY?



MAIN CHALLENGE

To boost social and economic 
progress to reduce 

metropolitan inequalities 
and urban segregation 
through innovation and 

sustainability



RESILIENCE

DEVELOPMENT COHESION

MAIN PILLARS OF THE STRATEGY



RESILIENCE ELEMENTS

Air Water

Food

Strategies to meet basic needs for all, 
everywhere and at all times

Energy Housing





AGBAR would claim € 1bn to Barcelona in case of 
municipalisation. The company estimates that the City 
Council and the Metropolitan Area should compensate 
for a possible cancellation of the supply contract with 
470 million for the assets and 500 for loss of profit

05/11/2017



Barcelona Energía, the public commercialiser of electric power, 
begins operating in the electricity market

• From February 1, it manages 45 MW of public power
generation, equivalent to around 200,000 MWh of green and
local energy

• The public commercialiser of electric power is a priority of the
Municipal Government as an instrument for the promotion
and stimulation of local and renewable energy generation
both at the level of municipal facilities and also for citizens

02/07/2018



The creation of a public-private metropolitan operator for 
affordable rent housing advances as planned.

03/23/2018





The Metropolitan Food Charter is the territorial 
adaptation to metropolitan Barcelona of the
Milano Urban Food Policy Pact.



DEVELOPMENT ELEMENTS

Strategies to boost progress & wellbeing: 
the best place to live, work and network

Science, art 
& creativity

in action

Innovative
urban
fabric

Connection
research/busines-

ses/policies

Urban
innovation

clusters
Multipolarity

and
connectivity





SUPERBLOCKS















New 
metropolitan
governance

model

COHESION ELEMENTS

Strategies to strenghten predistribution and
redistribution: no one left behind

New local 
welfare

From
neighborhoods to 
global metropolis

Plural & 
diverse

economy

Training for 
talent







“B-MINCOME is a pilot project for combating poverty and inequality 
in Barcelona’s deprived areas; It is part of the EU's Urban Innovative 
Actions programme. The project aims to test the efficiency and 
effectiveness of combining economic aid, in the form of Municipal 
Inclusion Support, with active social-employment policies in ten 
neighborhoods in Barcelona's Eix Besòs area.”
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